By S. E. MALTBY, M.A.
No book that was ever written interests everybody.
Just as there are some people who will never read
Shakespeare, so there are others who will find nothing
amusing in Three Men in & Boat, or be bored to death
by Treasure Island. They may not be by any means
dull or stupid people either. Some wise man has
said that there is no more common error than to
suppose that other people are ignorant or uneducated
because they don't happen to know the things that
you know. I will venture to put side by side with
that the error of expecting that other people should
like what you like, whether it be clothes, food,
games, amusements, or, what we are now concerned
with, books. So, if you have read this book without
interest or enjoyment, don't think I am going to
condemn you; far from it. You may be a passionate
admirer and voracious reader of any number of
books which I never open, and perhaps have not
the taste or the intelligence to appreciate. However,
all my friends both young and old seem very grateful
to me for having introduced them to " Alpha of
the Plough," and perhaps you also now have enough
interest in the essays to spend a little time in thinking
over them and paying some little attention to what
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